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Editorial 
 

I hope all had a good Christmas and new year with the latest volume of the 
CSG Journal recently coming through the letter box.  

 
As always, there is more castle related news than can fit in the bulletin. 
Two of the larger pieces in this newsletter are castles included in Historic 
England’s 2018 ‘Heritage at Risk Register’ and an update for the ongoing 
project at Hylton Castle. There have been many other projects and 
excavations that have taken place in the last few months and a selection 
has been included. 

 
Thank you for all those who have submitted and suggested pieces for this 
bulletin. Deadline for submissions into the May bulletin is April 14. 

 

Therron Welstead 
CSG Bulletin Editor 

 
…………………………………… 

 

Diary Dates 
 

CSG 2019 Conference, Northampton 
11th-14th April (10th April for motte and ringwork tour) 

See page 2 
 

Castles of Poitou and the Charentes: 
19th - 27th June 2019 

See pages 4-5 
 

Ayreshire Castles one day conference 
5th October 2019 

See page 4 
 

CSG 2020 Conference ‘Castles of Ayrshire’ 
23th -26th April 2020 

See pages 3-4 
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CSG Conference April 2019 Northampton 
11th-14th April (10th April for motte and ringwork tour) 

 
Neil Guy has advised that bookings for the Northampton Conference have 

gone well and we have exceeded the initial goal of 57, representing a full 

coach with on-board facilities. A decision has been made to hire an 

additional minibus, 

giving us another 17 

seats. 6 of those are 

now taken, so we can 

accommodate another 

10 or 11 for the full 4-

day conference. Both 

single and double rooms 

are still available at the 

full conference rates 

previously advised and 

include all the facilities 

and benefits that the 

conference is offering.   

 

If there is time, there may be a very quick visit to Wakerley Church (near 

Stamford on the A47) on Saturday afternoon (see image above). Interest is 

in its Norman sculpture and architecture, and one of the chancel arch 

capitals, c.1130s, depicts two mounted knights (Templars?) riding from a 

castle/or from the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. It is an intriguing image. 

Hopefully the group can work it out, it is very early, but fits in well with the 

short piece by Derek Renn (Bone and Stone) in the last Journal. 

 

On the first day (Thursday) the coach leaves for Berkhamsted at 12.00 noon. 

For those of you who wanted to do the mottes and ringworks tour on 

Wednesday, the minibus is full but it may be possible for a few to follow in 

cars, provided they can be pooled and the drivers have sat-nav. The cost is 

the cost of the mottes/ringwork handbook. This should be available at the 

hotel on Tuesday evening. Any members that would like to join the 

conference please email the conference organiser as soon as possible – 

neil.guy@btinternet.com. 

 

…………………………………… 

 

  

Chancel arch capital in 
Wakerley Church 

 

mailto:neil.guy@btinternet.com
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Rothesay Castle 
©CC-BY-SA-4.0 ‘de facto’ 

CSG 34th Annual Conference, 23th-26th April 2020 

a preliminary notice 

 

Hardly a matter of ‘haste 

ye back’ but certainly 

better late than never, 

after a seven-year 

absence from the 

northern kingdom, CSG 

will be making a welcome 

return to Scotland for its 

annual conference in 

April 2020. The theme 

will be the ‘Castles of 

Ayrshire’, a large castle-

rich but relatively 

unknown region in west-south-west Scotland whose heritage and tourist 

assets go well beyond the poetry of its most famous son, Robert Burns. Our 

conference base will be the Riverside Lodge Hotel, 46 Annick Road, Irvine, 

KA11 4LD, a town which has good connections with the rest of Britain and 

Ireland and is well placed for exploring the three historical divisions of 

medieval Ayrshire: Cunninghame, Kyle and Carrick.   

 

The main conference will run 

from the afternoon of 

Thursday, 23th April, to 

lunchtime Sunday, 26th April, 

with the offer of an extra night 

to allow for a supplementary 

excursion to Rothesay Castle 

on Bute on the Sunday 

afternoon. Delegate numbers 

will be restricted to a 

maximum of 51 for the main conference and 22 for the half-day supplement, 

on a first-come, first-served basis, following the priority placing of 

committee and the two 

organisers, Geoffrey Stell 

and David Caldwell. 

Conference facilities will 

be available each evening 

in a lecture room which will 

provide seating for 75-80, 

allowing us to invite local 

guests for everything 

except the AGM. A rough 

Dunure Castle 
©undiscoveredscotland 

Dinvin Motte 
© Phillip Gamble, 

cc-by-sa/2.0 
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preliminary assessment indicates that single room occupancy for three nights 

may be around £260 and for four nights, including the Rothesay trip, about 

£330. The corresponding figures for those sharing rooms currently stand at 

about £200 and £250. At this early stage these figures remain provisional, 

but every effort will be made to retain a measure of what promises to be 

exceptionally good VFM. 

The conference programme, which is still in gestation, will follow the usual 

format of daytime excursions and evening lectures. The talks will be 

designed to provide both context and outreach to important sites where 

access or distance will prohibit their inclusion in the itineraries, Rowallan, 

Loch Doon and Turnberry 

Castles being likely cases 

in point. There is much 

that is accessible to select 

from, and the organisers 

will do their best to 

provide a representative 

range of earthwork and 

masonry castles that will 

cater to, if not satisfy, 

CSG’s tastes. The 

accompanying illustrations 

are intended merely to 

whet that appetite, while a full programme will be issued in a forthcoming 

bulletin.  

 

Ayreshire Castle One-day Conference 

 

Meanwhile, the Ayrshire Federation of Historical Societies, with whom the 

organisers have been collaborating closely, have been busy organising their 

biennial one-day conference around a castle studies theme, to which 

members of CSG will be accorded a warm welcome. Details, including costs, 

are still to be finalised and will appear in time for the next bulletin but the 

date and venue are already fixed and the provisional programme is already 

agreed in outline. Under the title, ‘Ayrshire Castles – From Kings to 

Covenanters’, the conference will be held on Saturday, 5th October 2019, 

in the Burns Suite, Irvine Town House. The day’s proceedings will be chaired 

and introduced by Professor Dauvit Broun, with papers on the following 

themes: Socio-political Context (Professor Steve Boardman); Castle 

Lifestyles: the Ayrshire Experience (Geoffrey Stell); Ardrossan Castle 

Revisited (Dr David Caldwell); Ayr Citadel (Tom Rees); Castle Restoration 

(Mike Davis); Turnberry Castle (Dr Piers Dixon and Dr Will Wyeth); and 

Seagate Castle (Dr Aonghus Mackechnie).  

 

Geoff Snell  

Rowallan Castle 
© Geoff Snell 
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Castles of Poitou and the Charentes: 19th-27th June 2019 
 

A CSG tour of castles and related medieval sites is proposed for June 2019 

under the auspices of Pamela Marshall and Richard Eales. There are still 

places available. If you are interested in joining the group please get in touch 

with Pamela at p.marshall752@btinternet.com or on 07989 243139. 

 

Itinerary Outline  

 

Wednesday 19th June: Group to gather at Poitiers, which has a mainline 

station and an airport with budget flights from London Stansted. While no 

specific group time has been scheduled in Poitiers within the itinerary, 

advice on the city’s wealth of 

medieval sites will be given in 

advance for individual 

exploration. All are within easy 

walking distance of the hotel. 

 

Thursday 20th June - Vienne: 

Medieval town of Chauvigny, 

which has four fortified sites, and 

2 Romanesque churches, and the 

Romanesque Abbey of Saint-

Savin, a UNESCO site with extraordinary frescoes. Overnight Poitiers: Hotel 

de L’Europe, with group evening meal at a nearby restaurant. 

 

Friday 21st June - Vienne: Châteaux at Grand-Pressigny and Angles Sur 

l’Anglin; town of La Roche-Posay (Romanesque donjon; fortified church; 

town defences of 12th -14th century). Overnight Poitiers. 

 

Saturday 22nd June - Deux-Sèvres: Châteaux at Coudray-Salbart; Niort; 

Cherveux; medieval town defences at Parthenay. Overnight Poitiers. 

 

Sunday 23rd June  -  Deux-Sèvres & Charente: ruined castle, fortified 

church and rare survival of Lanterne des Morts;  13th-century castle enceinte 

at Gençay; castle and Romanesque chapel at Saint. Germain de Confolens; 

large Renaissance château with medieval elements at La Rochfoucauld.  

Overnight Angoulême: Hotel de l’Européen with group meal in local 

restaurant. 

Monday 24th June - Charente: Morning: walking tour in Angoulême - 

cathedral and city defences. Afternoon by coach to Villebois-Lavalette: 

village halle and château of 12th-17thC; small town of Aubeterre, with large 

and unusual rock-cut church with remnants of a Roman Mithraeum and early 

Ruins of the chateau of 
the bishops of Poitier, 

Chauvigny 
©Kokin, Wiki Commons 

mailto:p.marshall752@btinternet.com
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Christian cemetery; walking tour of other medieval places of interest. 

Overnight Angoulême. 

Tuesday 25th June - Charente & Charente-Maritime: large Romanesque 

donjon at Pons; beautifully sited bastide with Romanesque church at 

Talmont-sur-Gironde (UNESCO site); Romanesque donjon at Broué Saint 

Sornin; ruined Château of Saint Jean d’Angle (?) if it’s not too dangerous. 

Overnight Saintes: Hotel des Messageries. 

Wednesday 26th June - Charente-Maritime: very large 12th-century walled 

enclosure at Surgères; visit the three harbour towers of La Rochelle, then 

free time in the port. Return to Saintes, central city of the Saintonge region, 

which gave its name to a form of 14th-century pottery much-imported into 

England. Walking tour will take in the Gallo-Roman amphitheatre, rampart 

and baths and Arch of Germanicus; magnificent Romanesque Basilica of St 

Eutrope (and its crypt); Romanesque church and nunnery of Abbaye aux 

Dames. For those willing to undertake a further walk there are also the 

impressive remains of the Roman aqueduct to explore. Overnight Saintes 

and farewell group dinner at a local restaurant. 

Thursday 27th June  - Charente-

Maritime: More exploration time in 

Saintes before group disperses. 

NB. There is a mainline station at 

Saintes and minibus transport to 

the airport at La Rochelle can be 

arranged.  

Included: all breakfasts and 3 

evening meals; transport by coach 

within the itinerary; entrance fees. 

Introductions to the sites will be 

given by Richard Eales or Pamela Marshall. Payment can be in Sterling or in 

Euro.  

Cost: Shared room £1,175pp  (€1,350pp) Single room: £1,465  (€1,685) 

…………………………………… 

 

CSG Membership Secretary 

Following the sad death of David Bartlett, the work of the membership 

secretary, which is vital for the efficient functioning of CSG, has been 

maintained by Gillian Scott and other committee members, and the 

committee has been looking for a suitable replacement. We are pleased to 

report that Richard Nevell has agreed to take on the role, and the committee 

has agreed to co-opt him. The appointment will be proposed for ratification 

at the AGM, and if anyone else is interested in standing for the post, they 

are invited to contact the chair/secretary prior to the AGM. 

Harbour Towers of La 
Rochelle 

©CC-BY-SA 3.0 
Remi Jouan 
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2018 Heritage at Risk Register 
 
Historic England have published the 2018 ‘Heritage at Risk Register’ (HARR), 

which includes archaeological sites, battlefields, buildings, conservation 

areas, structures, parks and gardens, places of worship, and wreck sites 

which are seen to be at risk from damage caused either by manmade or 

natural effects. 

 

According to the register the total number of historic buildings and 

structures in England deemed at risk has gone up 6 to now stand at 1,087. In 

all areas except the South West and London the figure has gone up.  

 

Castle sites removed from the register. 

 

There have been several castles and fortified medieval structures that have 

been removed from the register.  

 

Camber Castle, E. Sussex, Scheduled Monument Number  (SMN) 1014632 
 

The part of Camber Castle associated with the engineer Stephan Von 

Haschenperg employed by Henry VIII needed consolidation. The site has 

received stabilisation of loose fabric, re-pointing of open joints, replacement 

of eroded bricks and the pinning of cracked masonry and has now been 

removed from the HARR. 

 
Clarendon Palace, Wiltshire, SMN 1001774 
 

The royal palace was abandoned in the 

early 18th century and lay ruinous since. 

In 1930s and 1960s trenches were not 

backfilled after archaeological 

investigations meaning the masonry 

was vulnerable to weathering and frost 

damage. Following a partnership with 

Natural England, volunteers and 

students, the ruins have been 

conserved.  

 

Clifford Castle, Herefordshire, SMN 1001774 

The remains of the Norman castle at Clifford, Hay-On-Wye, Herefordshire, 

have been stabilised in 2018 and removed from the West Midlands HARR 

after 20 years of being at risk. 

 

Harlsey Castle Farmhouse and stables,  N. Yorkshire, SMN 1004183 
 

Remains of a 15th- century tower house now beings used as farm buildings. 

A grant was given for repairs in summer 2017. 

 

Volunteers at 
Clarendon Palace 
© Historic England 

http://list.historicengland.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1014632
http://list.historicengland.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1001774
http://list.historicengland.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1001774
http://list.historicengland.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1004183
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Lindisfarne; The Palace Supply Base, Northumberland,  SMN 1014571 
 

Following repairs and conservation as part of the Peregrini Landscape 

Partnership project, completed in 2017, the courtyard of medieval buildings 

near Lindisfarne priory have been removed from the HARR.  

 

Other castle sites that have been removed from the register are  

Hunstanton Hall, Norfolk,   SMN 1171725 

Hethpool Tower, Northumberland, SMN 1018439 

Crayke Castle,     N. Yorks,    SMN 1016530 

 
 

Changes of priority of castle sites on Register 
 

In addition to the sites that have been removed from the register, there are 

a number which have been added, or had the priority changed significantly 

often for good reasons.  

 
These are the ones that follow. For many of the sites a priority category 
between A – F is given.  
 

• A - Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; no 

solution agreed  

• B - Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; 

solution agreed but not yet implemented  

• C - Slow decay; no solution agreed  

• D - Slow decay; solution agreed but not yet implemented  

• E - Under repair or in fair to good repair, but no user identified; or 

under threat of vacancy with no obvious new user  

• F - Repair scheme in progress and end use or user identified; or 

functionally redundant buildings with new use agreed but not yet 

implemented  

 
Cardinham Castle, Cornwall, New Entry to HARR 
List Entry Number1004443 
 

The site is described as being stable, but is ‘generally satisfactory but with 

significant localised problems’ particularly plant growth.  

 
Chesterwood Bastle, Northumberland, Priority 2018 C,  Priority 2017 F 
List Entry Number, 1006432, 1042501, 1154494 & 1154518 
 
 

Four defended farmhouses dating between 1575 and 1650. Two have been 

repaired and converted for residential use. The other two are not being used 

and are deteriorating. There are areas of loose, unstable and open-jointed 

stone walling. Discussions are underway to help bring forward a programme 

of repairs. 

 
 

http://list.historicengland.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1014571
http://list.historicengland.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1171725
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Gillingham Kings Court Palace, Dorset, New Entry to HARR 
List Entry Number 1017276 
 

A well-preserved c.12th-century moated site with potentially good 

archaeological deposits. The site is described as being ‘generally satisfactory 

but with minor localised problems’, however there is a nearby development 

that is requiring planning permission.  

 
Hepple Tower, Northumberland, Priority 2018 F,  2017 Priority D 
List Entry Number 1371440  
 

A 14th-century ruined tower which stands to almost 40 feet on the south wall 

but the eastern wall collapsed many years ago. The interior walls are around 

8 feet thick and most of the tunnel vault remains. A repair scheme grant 

aided by Historic England started on site in summer 2018 is dealing with 

encroachment by vegetation and stone/pointing decay. 

 
Lowick Motte, Northumberland, New Entry to HARR 
List Entry Number 1006529 
 

Ring-shaped enclosure with single rampart on the tip of a promontory. The 

site is described as being declining and is ‘generally unsatisfactory with 

major localised problems’ particularly issues with scrub/tree growth.  

 
Lyonshall Castle, Herefordshire,  2018 Priority F,  2017 Priority A 
List Entry Number 1001720 & 1301287 
 

Those who attended the 2016 

CSG conference will remember 

the clearance work at 

Lyonshall. A survey was carried 

out to inform masonry repair 

and consolidation, the first 

phase of which was completed 

in late 2016. A second phase of 

repairs has been carried out to 

address the keep and 

remaining sections at risk. This 

will mean hopefully it will be removed from the 2019 HARR. 

 
Millsome Castle, Coldridge, Devon, New Entry to HARR 
List Entry Number 1004443 
 

Medieval motte or ringwork on a natural rise above the valley of the River 

Taw with a possible bailey. The site is described as being declining with is 

‘generally satisfactory but with significant localised problems’ particularly 

plant growth. 

  
 
 
 

Lyonshall Castle in 
April 2016 

© T. Welstead 



Castle Studies Group Bulletin, January 2019 

 

10 

 

Paull Holme Tower, Yorkshire E. Riding, 2018 Priority D,  2017 Priority F 
List Entry Number 1007875 & 1366242 
 

Mid-15th-century three storey brick tower house in a scheduled moated site, 

originally part of a larger manorial complex. A unique survival for this region. 

Restored and re-roofed in 1871, but it subsequently became ruinous again. 

Historic England Grant has supported the reinstatement of the roof and the 

rebuilding of the crenellations. Some further repairs are required to low-

level brickwork and the ground floor vault. 
 

Thruxton Court (or Thruxton Tump), Herefordshire, New Entry to HAR 
List Entry Number 1015341 
 

A motte castle situated above a tributary of the River Dore. It is described 

as declining with a need of management of site deterioration 
 

Wallingford Castle and town defences, Oxfordshire  
(3 separate entries, see below) 
 

Remains of St Nicholas College, Priority 2018 C,  Priority 2017 New Entry 
List Entry Number 1006324  
 

Remains of 13th-century (with later additions) St Nicholas' College, the King's 

Chapel built within Wallingford Castle. The site has suffered from heritage 

crime and is partly fenced off. Structures also in need of consolidation and 

a sustainable management plan. ‘Historic England is working with the owners 

to see the site conserved, explained and maintained’. 
 

 
 

Wallingford Town defences, New Entry to HARR 
List Entry Number 1006329 
 

The site is described as being stable but is ‘generally unsatisfactory with 

major localised problems’ particularly issues with scrub/tree growth.  
 

Motte of Wallingford Castle, New Entry to HARR 
List Entry Number 1006324  
 

A motte and bailey castle built c.1067-71. The site is described as declining 

with a need of management of the deterioration. 
 

Waxham Hall, Norfolk, 2018 Priority F,  2017 Priority A 
List Entry Number1013418 
 

16th-century gatehouse and precinct wall with several issues including, 

structural repair need to both gatehouse and precinct wall, some of the flint 

facing is falling away along with invasive ivy. An Historic England Heritage at 

Risk Grant was awarded in 2017 to deal with these issues. 

Remains of St Nicholas 
College, Wallingford 

Castle in 2009 
© Wiki Commons, 

Piteou250 
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From Wreck to Reality; How A Local 

Community Rescued and Set About 

Transforming Medieval Hylton Castle 

 

When Sir William Hylton began 

building Hylton Castle (Tyne 

and Wear) in 1398, he would 

have been mindful of its 

position as a symbol of power, 

rather as its function as a 

strategic defence against 

invaders. The castle was 

continually occupied for nearly 

six hundred years, going 

through a number of 

transformations, each being 

crafted in its owner’s own eccentric style. Throughout the years, Hylton 

Castle has played a part in the lives of its communities. It has important 

connections with the foundation of Castletown (Hylton) Colliery as well as 

the Wearmouth Coal Company. It also holds many fond memories of 

individuals exploring the castle as young people, and the ghostly story of the 

Cauld Lad is still passed down to local children by their grandparents. 

 

The castle is just off the A19, located on the north side of the River Wear. 

Today Hylton Castle still stands guard over its locality, nestled at the 

crossroads of three local housing estates. The castle was once at the heart 

of an extensive medieval 

community with a large estate 

covering most of the surrounding 

areas. Over the years the building 

had gradually declined until just 

the shell of the Gatehouse 

remained. However Hylton Castle 

is currently undergoing a £4.5 

million transformation thanks to 

the tireless campaigning of The 

Castle in the Community group of 

local volunteers. 

 

The Castle in the Community 

group and the Friends of Hylton 

Dene were formed to promote 

awareness of the castle’s 

significance and establish a long-term sustainable future for the site. The 

group instigated many of the earlier studies of the castle including a Channel 

Hylton Castle in the 
snow 

© Hylton Castle Project 

Installation of a 
staircase at Hylton 

Castle 
© Hylton Castle 

Project 
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Four Time Team excavation in 1993, aired in 1994. Since 1999, the group has 

stoically campaigned to raise the profile of the castle and establish local and 

strategic initiatives as well as undertaking a programme of events; 

successfully promoting the site as an educational resource.  Thanks to the 

Heritage Lottery Fund, and Sunderland City Council, and several other 

funders, the construction phase of the project began in September 2017, 

with the castle opening its doors in spring 2019. 

 

Hylton Castle is now in the process of being turned into a community asset, 

a heritage-led learning hub providing cultural, learning and training 

opportunities for the city. The vision is being driven by the city’s local 

communities through extensive programmes of community consultations and 

activities designed to bring the local people back into the castle and its 

grounds. 

An ambitious, yet sympathetic, and truly unique interior of concrete, steel 

and glass has been designed by local Accredited Conservation Architects 

Beaumont Brown Architects, alongside the conservation of the building’s 

historic masonry. Parts of the 

castle’s surviving medieval spiral 

or newel staircase have been 

patched and replaced by 

specialist contractors as well as 

incidental repairs to the exterior 

masonry that has stood the test of 

600 years of Sunderland’s 

climate. The team from main 

contractor, William Birch, have 

also overseen the construction of 

an internal steel frame, the 

construction of new floors, a lift 

shaft, interior fittings, a new 

concrete staircase to each floor 

and a new roof.  Service trenches 

have been installed to provide 

utility and water supplies, 

including ground source heat 

pumps for the building’s 

geothermal heating system. 

William Birch has also brought employment for local craftspeople as well as 

training opportunities for young people throughout the castle’s 

transformation. Traineeships and placements have provided work experience 

to a number of local young people within this unique working environment. 

A permanent sculptural glass installation inspired by both the centuries’ 

effect on the castle and one of its famous inhabitants Joseph Swan, is being 

created by local flame-worked glass artist Zoe Garner. Made from 

Original newel 
staircase with 

restoration at Hyton 
Castle 

© Hylton Castle 
Project 
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borosilicate glass (this is the glass Pyrex was made from, whose factory was 

once located in the city). This installation is then, not only helping to keep 

one of Sunderland’s dying arts alive, but also paying homage to one of the 

castle’s more famous inhabitants Joseph Swan. As a child, Swan attended 

school at the castle and later went on to invent the incandescent light bulb. 

 

The installation has 

enabled local people to 

become part of the castle’s 

story by leaving strands of 

their DNA (encased in small 

glass droplets within the 

sculpture) to help 

commemorate their close 

personal connections with 

the building. The 

installation is part of a 

programme to include the local people’s memories of the castle. ‘The Ghosts 

of Hylton Castle’ oral history project will also help visitors walk vicariously 

down memory lane to hear stories of first kisses, school truants and other 

adventures linked to the building and its grounds. 

 

Hylton Castle Project’s community engagement and collaborative projects 

have been developed and continue to flourish thanks to a dedicated team of 

volunteers. They have continued to drive a programme of activities that 

develops their own skills and knowledge as well establishing community 

ownership of the project. These volunteers are the castle’s finest advocates; 

spreading the word and 

promoting the castle’s 

heritage locally and 

regionally. It also ensures 

that the needs of the 

communities are both 

relevant and reflected by 

the castle’s activity 

programming.  Volunteers 

currently develop and 

lead learning workshops 

for local schools and colleges, research content for the site’s interpretation, 

produce graphic designs for marketing, lead guided walks, record the 

project’s progress photographically and help with public events.  

 

When Hylton Castle opens to the public in late spring 2019, it will once again 

be at the heart of community life providing lots more opportunities for 

training and volunteering. It will be overseen by Hylton Castle Trust. Events, 

Example of school 
and community 
engagement. 

© Hylton Castle 
Project 

A section of the 
heraldry at Hylton 

Castle 
© Hylton Castle 

Project 



Castle Studies Group Bulletin, January 2019 

 

14 

 

exhibitions and activities will be co-curated with the local community, 

volunteers, stakeholders and anyone who has an interest in the castle.  Over 

its three floors it will accommodate learning and community spaces for 

events and meetings, flexible exhibition spaces and a café. A lift will allow 

access to second floor level with access to the roof afforded by the castle’s 

surviving medieval spiral staircase. 

 

The Hylton Castle Project is a collaboration between Castle in the 

Community and Sunderland City Council. The project is funded by The 

Heritage Lottery Fund, Sunderland City Council and Castle, The Garfield 

Weston Foundation and The Wolfson Foundation. 

 

www.hyltoncastle.org.uk 

Follow us of Facebook, twitter and Instagram 

Contact pearl.saddington@sunderland.gov.uk   telephone: - 07827 305567 

Learning and Development Officer Hylton Castle Project 

 

…………………………………… 

 

The Landmark Trust puts ‘History Albums’ online 
 

The Landmark Trust takes historic properties that are in danger and following 

restoration, the sites are made available for holidays, which in turn helps 

pay for their upkeep. There are a wide variety of building within their care, 

primarily in Britain but several in France and Italy and Belgium.  

 

In October 2018, to 

mark the opening of the 

Landmark Trust’s 200th 

building, Llwyn Celyn, 

the charity made the 

History Albums for each 

of their sites available 

online. The History 

Albums outlines the 

‘original and subsequent 

uses, past inhabitants, 

later decline and (often-

tortuous) fundraising appeal, culminating in the restoration’ for each site. 

 

Among the properties are a number of castles and more modern fortifications 

across England, Scotland, Wales, and Channel Islands including: a Martello 

Tower in Aldeburgh (Suffolk), Astley Castle (Warwickshire), Bath Tower in 

Caernarfon town walls (Gwynedd), Cawood Castle (N. Yorkshire), West 

Blockhouse in Dale (Pembrokeshire), Castle of Park in Glenluce (Dumfries 

Morpeth Castle 
gatehouse, built circa 

1350 
© Landmark Trust 

http://www.hyltoncastle.org.uk/
mailto:pearl.saddington@sunderland.gov.uk
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and Galloway), Kingswear Castle (Devon), Lundy Castle (Lundy Island), ‘The 

old Place of Monreith’ (Port William), Morpeth Castle (Northumberland), 

Rosslyn Castle (Nr Edinburgh), Saddell Castle (Argyll and Bute), Stogursey 

Castle (Bridgewater), and Woodsford Castle (Dorset). 

 

The online histories can be found here: 

www.landmarktrust.org.uk/about-us/history-albums 

 

…………………………………… 

 

News in England 
Ludlow Castle chapel roof being reconstructed 

 

Located in the north-

eastern section of the 

elliptical enclosure of 

the inner bailey of 

Ludlow Castle (Shrop-

shire) are the remains 

of the round chapel of 

St Mary Magdalene. 

This was built in the 

first half of the 12th 

century, most likely 

by Gilbert de Lacy, 

and was remodelled 

in the 16th century, 

probably in two phases. In the first phase, thought to have been undertaken 

circa 1502 for the installation of Arthur, Prince of Wales, a first floor was 

inserted in the circular nave, together with additional openings, including a 

first-floor doorway giving access to a passage linking the chapel with the 

Great Chamber Block to the north. In the second phase, during the 

presidency of the Council in the Marches of Sir Henry Sidney (1560-86), the 

original presbytery and chancel were taken down and a new chancel was 

built, stretching as far as the curtain wall. The crenelated circular nave, 

which measures 8.3m in diameter internally, survives to its full height as a 

roofless shell, and contains much original carving to the round-headed order 

arches of the door openings, with chevron and billet mouldings, and to the 

internal blind arcade with a variety of capitals and moulded arches. 

 

Work began October 1st, 2018 to place a new roof on Ludlow Castle's 11th- 

century Round Chapel and is expected to take between 22 and 24 weeks to 

complete. 

For the first time since it fell into ruin, the much-photographed Norman 

chapel inside the inner bailey, is being repaired and re-roofed.  

Round Chapel at 
Ludlow Castle in 

2017 
© T. Welstead 



Castle Studies Group Bulletin, January 2019 

 

16 

 

 

The roof will be built off-site and will be transported to the castle in kit form 

for fabrication once the crenellations have been restored. The stone and 

mortar to be used has been agreed by Historic England and was chosen to 

match a panel of post-16th-century blocking on the chapel to distinguish later 

work from original.  

 

Jack Tavernor, representative of the owner, the Earl of Powis, said: ‘This is 

a very exciting project and we have worked closely with experts from 

Historic England for the past three years to get the project off the ground. 

The roof is constructed in oak using traditional methods. There are no 

existing drawings or photos for reference but our architect Mike Garner, has 

researched roof structures of the time and he and Historic England are 

confident that it will be in keeping.’ Mike Garner has a history of working on 

historic buildings having worked on Newton House in Dinefwr, this included 

the return of pyramid slate roofs and conservation work on the church and 

bell tower at Richards Castle (Herefordshire) [visible when the CSG visited 

in 2016 conference]. 

 

Phillips & Curry, who 

specialise in building 

conservation, conversion, 

and intervention have 

been selected to carry out 

the intricate work.   

 

Custodian Sonja Belchere 

has said: "The castle will 

continue to be open to 

the public. We have put information boards outside the chapel listing the 

works the contractors are carrying out with the architect’s drawings. Staff 

and workmen will be happy to talk about the project and our resident 

archaeologist Leon Bracelin is there on a watching brief. Jack Poyner built a 

model to scale using the architect's drawings and photographs which is on 

display in the gift shop showing the completed roof."  

The work is to protect the fabric of the chapel, which is one of the oldest of 

its kind in Europe with the hope that it will protect it for future generations.  

 

Kate Dann-Welstead 

 
…………………………………… 

  

Model showing how the 
chapel roof will look 
when complete made 

by Jack Poyner 
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Excavations at Ruardean Castle 
 

In October 2018 there was a community excavation of Ruardean Castle in the 

Forest of Dean overseen by Worcestershire Archaeology. The 8-day dig was 

part of the Heritage Lottery Fund-supported Foresters’ Forest History and 

Culture Project.  
 

The remains of the castle 

are located on a small 

promontory with the nearby 

12th-century parish church 

and village to the south. 

Very little is known about 

the site especially as this is 

understood to be the first 

excavation of the castle and 

only a small section of a 

stone tower is the easily 

visible part of the castle. 
 

There were 4 trenches and two test pits (1m2) dug following geophysical 

surveys and LiDAR imaging. Trenches 1 and 2 were looking at a square 

enclosure which was attached to the tower. Trenches 3 and 4 were looking 

at the possible gatehouse and what appeared to be a double ditched 

enclosure. Just below the 

turf several walls were 

found with evidence of 

the castle being rebuilt. 

Trench 3 appears to have 

been on the entrance of 

the gatehouse with two 

structures either side. 

The double ditched 

enclosure proved to a 

single ditch 3m across 

with geological features which affected the anomalies in the geophysical 

survey. 

 

Another enclosure to the south east, which remains unexcavated, can be 

seen on the LiDAR survey as an earthwork, as this lies on a different 

alignment, it is possible it has a different date to the rest of the site.  
 

In addition to the structures found several artefacts were discovered 

including an 11th- to 14th-century antler gaming piece, a small late-medieval 

copper alloy key, and iron working waste. 

  

The visible remains 
of Ruardean Castle 

©Worcestershire 
Archive & Archaeology 

Service 

The excavation at 
Ruardean Castle in 

progress 
©Worcestershire 

Archive & Archaeology 
Service 
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News in Scotland 
 

Trebuchet Ball found near Edinburgh Castle 
 

During an archaeological dig in preparation for the construction of a large 

hotel near Edinburgh Castle in the ‘Old Town’, which started in May 2018, 

some of the earliest homes to be built in the city centre, which are believed 

to date back to the 12th century and also some prehistoric bones were found 

in the area.  
 

One find during the excavation that has sparked some excitement is a carved 

stone which is thought to have been fired from a trebuchet during the siege 

in 1296. The short siege led to the castle being held by English forces for 18 

years.  
 

Richard Conolly, an archaeologist with heritage consultants CGMS, who have 

been involved with the dig, said: ‘it is really exciting for the team to find 

something that potentially provides a direct link to an historic event and 

specific date. The siege only lasted three days – we don’t often get that kind 

of precision in our dating.’  

…………………………………… 

Medieval Doorway discovered in cave below Culzean Castle 

In the cliffs under Culzean Castle (Ayrshire), which overlooks the Firth of 

Clyde, are a network of caves. In the 

mouth of Castle Cave a medieval wall 

and gate has been known about for a 

long time; however until the 

excavation, there were only a few 

stones visible in the entrance to 

Stables Cave, which suggested a 

potential wall. 
 

During the excavation, about 1m of 

rocks and sand, which has covered the 

area for centuries, brought in by the 

sea, were removed and revealed a second entrance. The doorway suggest 

that the caves were used for storage of goods, perhaps both legal and illegal 

in the 15th and 16th centuries.  
 

The doorway was 1.1m across and has been suggested its width was for 

allowing barrels to easily pass through. The door has been covered back over 

to protect it from the natural elements. In addition to the door, radio carbon 

dating has been undertaken on objects found in Castle Cave which have now 

been dated to the Iron Age.  
 

Excavation of the 
discovered doorway 

© NTS 
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Originally on the site stood a masonry tower since the 16th century owned by 

the Kennedys. The present Culzean Castle was designed by Robert Adam in 

the late 18th century for David Kennedy 10th Earl of Cassillis. The castle is 

now in the care of National Trust for Scotland (NTS).  
 

The excavation was undertaken by NTS as part of residential working 

holidays with volunteers overseen by trained archaeologists.  
 

…………………………………… 
 

Proposed development near Dirleton Castle 

rejected 

 

In early 2018, Queensberry Properties applied for planning permission to 

build 36 new homes which would have been close to the 13th-century castle 

of Dirleton Castle (E. Lothian). Planning officials recommended that 

permission be granted. The council received 71 written objections against; 

there was one which supported the development citing the need for 

affordable housing. 
 

The Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland argued that it would 

‘irreparably damage the setting of Dirleton, destroying the important edges 

that define the village’. Historic Environment Scotland (HES) during the 

consultation period stated that ‘they consider the proposals have mitigated 

that [visual] impact to a level that does not raise issues of national 

significance and therefore they do not object to this application’ although 

they did make recommendations for amendments of landscaping at the 

castle of the development which was acknowledged by the Queensbury. 

The area of proposed 
development near 

Dirleton Castle 
©Queensberry 

Properties 
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Queensberry Properties placed an appeal in early December 2018 and the 

final decision will be made following a site inspection by a member of the 

Planning and Environmental Appeals Division. 
 

The construction of the relatively well-preserved castle, now in the care of 

HES, started in c.1240 for John De Vaux, it was involved in the Wars of 

Scottish Independence, and its later owners, the Ruthvens, who were 

involved with plots against Mary Queen of Scots and James VI.  
 

…………………………………… 
 

News in Ireland & N. Ireland 

Sale of McDermott’s Castle halted 

Sean Simons was renovating 

the Cloontykilla Castle (Co. 

Roscommon) which was the 

subject of an episode of the 

TV programme Grand Designs 

in September 2012. However 

due to the Irish Banking 

Crisis, the unfinished project 

left him in large scale debt 

and his loan and property was 

sold to a financial fund.  

Sean Simons also owned McDermott’s Castle, which sits on an island in the 

River Shannon. This second castle was put up for auction by the financial 

fund with a guide price of €90,000. McDermott’s Castle received much 

attention in both Ireland and overseas. In addition Senator Frank Feighan 

recently raised the sale in the Seanad requesting the State buy the castle 

with a view to preserving the historic national monument into the long-term 

future. 

On the day of auction, 13th December 2018, the former owner raised an 

objection and BidX1, the auctioneers, had the castle withdrawn from 

auction; in the code of conduct agreed by the major Irish auctioneers, a 

property could not be sold by auction if there were disputes over it unless 

consent was given. Funding support has been provided to help Sean recover 

the castles. 

McDermott’s Castle was put under siege by the forces of Richard de Burgo in 

1235 during the conquest of Connacht which involved a catapult mounted on 

a raft and fireships. A large portion of the present structure was built for 

Lord Lorton who used it as a folly for the estate of Rockingham House in the 

19th century. The folly was gutted by fire in the mid-twentieth century.  

McDermott’s Castle in 
the River Shannon 

©CC BY-SA 4.0, 
Apiechorowska 
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News in Wales 
 

Proposed increased accessibility and immersive experience at 
Caernarfon Castle.  

 

Cadw have received £3.2m grant from the ‘Visit Wales’ Tourism Attractor’ 

to increase accessibility for visitors to the King’s Gate. There are several 

elements to the project which include ‘significant conservation’ to the 

structure. 

 

It aims to have level access to the upper embattlements for those with 

mobility issues, this would include a glazed lift allowing access to a new 

viewing deck. Other elements of the project include, an interactive and 

virtual reality experience, an educational and event space, accessible toilets 

and increased space for retail.   

 

There was a pop-up consultation at Caernarfon which sought out views, 

thoughts and ideas in November.  

 

The Minister for Culture, 

Tourism and Sport, Lord Elis- 

Thomas said ‘This project is 

focussed on enhancing this world 

class offer. We want to drive up 

visitor numbers for the 

monument and of course 

Caernarfon town by making it 

more accessible to a much wider 

audience… If we are genuinely to 

break down barriers, our sites 

need to be more accessible, 

relevant and enjoyable. We 

must continue work on 

maximising access for those with 

mobility difficulties.’ 

 

Low ramped bridges have been 

constructed previously at 

Caernarfon and Harlech easier 

access to the sites for people 

with mobility issues. The 

proposals aim to allow access to the upper levels ‘in a way that is 

sympathetic to their historic character.’  

Overview works at the 
king’s gate Caernarfon 

©Cadw 
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News from Outside Europe 
 

Ceremonial hall found at Montfort Castle, Israel. 
 

In 2006 the Montfort Castle Project was established ‘with the aim of studying 

the history of the castle, carrying out archaeological excavations, planning 

and carrying out conservation work and restoration, and preparing a plan for 

development of the castle and its surroundings as a heritage site.’  
 

As part of the project excavations have 

taken place at the 13th-century castle 

since the 2011 by the Zinman Institute of 

Archaeology at Haifa. The excavations 

have provided a wide range of artefacts 

including, a board game a medieval hand 

grenade. The excavations were overseen 

by Prof. Adrain Boas, who is also 

president of the Society for the Study of 

the Crusade and the Latin East. 
 

At the western end of the castle archaeologists uncovered a three-storey 

structure; cellars on the lowest level, a great hall in the middle and highly 

decorated domestic apartments on the upper floor.   
 

In more recent excavations the outline of a barrel vault was found to extend 

out from the structure. When the wider area was excavated a large hall was 

found, which about half the size of the hall the succeeded it. It had two rib-

vaulted bays supported by half-octagonal columns in the middle of its north 

and south walls. Both halls have been interpreted as having primarily 

ceremonial uses. In addition to the masonry, grisaille-decorated stained glass 

was found, which Adrain Boas describes as 

being ‘obviously highly beautiful and 

decorated’.  
 

The castle was built by the Teutonic Order in 

1227 or 1228 who bought the land in the 1220s 

became the Order’s principle castle in the 

‘Holy Land’. Although the castle has much 

evidence of Order’s wealth it had a short life. After a 15-day siege by the 

forces of the Mamluk sultan al-Zahir Baibars, the castle fell on 23rd June 

1271. Although the garrison were spared and were allowed to keep their 

archive and treasury, by 4th July of the same year, the castle had been 

destroyed preventing its reuse. 
 

Information about previous excavations can be found here 

http://adrianjboas.wixsite.com/montfort-castle-proj/excavations   

The remains of the 
second Great Hall at 

Montfort Castle 
which replaced the 
smaller Gothic Hall 
discovered in 2018. 

 
© Adrian Boas 

Piece stained glass 
from the Grand 

Master's apartments, 
Montfort Castle. 

© Adrian Boas 

http://adrianjboas.wixsite.com/montfort-castle-proj/excavations
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Erratum 
On page 322 of the 2018-9 CSG Journal, I mention Brack Mount as being 

shown by Jim Leary’s Mounds Project to be late-/post-medieval – in fact it 

is the mound in the grounds of Lewes Priory [Lewes’s third mound] that has 

been so shown, although I believe that there is the suggestion that Brack 

Mount might undergo an similar examination to test its date in the future.  

 
John Kenyon 

…………………………………… 

Conference Reports 

The CSG’s 2018 Conference honouring Dr Derek Renn 

As members will know, this was held last October at the Society of 

Antiquaries of London. It was very successful, and I even had emails from 

delegates while on the train back to Cardiff that evening saying just how 

much they enjoyed the day. 

My thanks to the speakers once again, who made the day possible. Everything 

seems to have gone smoothly, and I was helped greatly by the staff of the 

Society. 

In my introduction on the day, kicking off the proceedings, I had meant to 

have mentioned one thing with relevance to Derek and the start of his castle 

career. Following the death of Dr Arnold Taylor in 2002 a quantity of 

pamphlets and offprints were deposited at the Society of Antiquaries to 

which various people were invited to help themselves. I collected several 

papers by W. D. Simpson, to add to my collection that I had already, and 

now have them bound in several volumes. In one of the offprints there was 

some correspondence dated 1955 and 1962 between Taylor and Simpson, and 

in a carbon copy of a letter of 25 August 1955, in which Taylor thanks Simpson 

for the offprint on Caerlaverock, Taylor’s last sentence reads: ‘I have made 

various enquiries here but have not been able to establish the identity of D. 

F. Renn.’! 

I do not have the letter in which Simpson made the enquiry, so do not know 

why he made the enquiry originally. Derek’s first paper, on the Quarr Abbey 

gunports, appeared for 1954, but whether Simpson would have come across 

it up in Scotland that paper in the Isle of Wight journal is not known. There 

could, of course, be something in the WDS archive in Aberdeen. 

My thanks again to all those who participated in the conference. 

John R. Kenyon 
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Gendered Interpretations of Medieval Castles: Include/ 

Challenge/ Change 

26th September 2018, Reading Museum and Town Hall 

 

In September there was a one-day conference organised by Dr Karen 

Dempsey which explored gender within castle studies as well as presentation 

of the subject at heritage sites. 

 

There were two sessions of three papers given by speakers from a variety of 

heritage bodies and universities. 

The first panel was made up of: Erin Lloyd Jones (Senior and Publications 

Manager, Cadw), who looked at the skilled medieval women involved with 

castles in Wales such as masons. William Wyeth (Properties Historian, English 

Heritage) who focussed in looking at medieval women at Richmond and they 

way they could be portrayed within site interpretation. Catriona Cooper 

(University of York) who could not be physically there and gave her paper 

remotely. This was rather appropriate as she was looked at using digital 

approaches to portraying gender and sensory experiences. This includes how 

the use of our senses such as light and sound, or the absence of, can change 

the way a space is understood.  

 

The second panel was 

started with Sam Stones 

(English Heritage property 

curator) looking at how 

present-day gender ideolo-

gies inform and influence 

our interpretation of the 

past particularly focussing 

on Isabella de Fortibus at Carisbrooke Castle. She was followed by Stefan 

Sagrott (Assistant Cultural Resources Advisor, HES) who within his paper 

included the Bechdel Test on how women are understood and portrayed in 

heritage. (In simplistic terms, to pass the Bechdel Test something has to have 

at least two women who talk to each other on a topic that is not a man). 

The last paper was Jeremy Ashbee, (Head properties curator, English 

Heritage) who was explaining how Joan de Valence and her maid have been 

used in interpretation at Goodrich Castle including a card game.  

 

As well as the papers, there were two workshops where the delegates were 

split into groups to discuss topics before presenting to the larger group. The 

area of discussions included what was perceived as what was helpful, and 

unhelpful, gender portrayal in heritage interpretation and thoughts about 

previous scholarship.  

 

Discussion/questions 
at end of second 

panel 
© T. Welstead 
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The day also included a short field trip to the nearby, and recently opened, 

Reading Abbey and the conference was finished off by Daisy Black (University 

of Wolverhampton/BBC) who gave a one-person, and very entertaining, 

performance of the Bayeux Tapestry. 

 

The conference was a good chance to discuss not only the problems with 

portraying and understanding gender when looking at castle and other sites 

but also was a opportunity for discussion on how it is being tackled in 

practical terms. 

 

Often when it comes to discussing gender related issues there is normally 

only a small minority of men present This was not the case for this 

conference as there was a balanced representation in both presenters and 

delegates taking part with the dialogue. 

 
Therron Welstead 

…………………………………… 
 

Grant Award Time Fast Approaching 
for the Castle Studies Trust 

 

Our sixth round of grant applications has finished, and we have had a very 
impressive response with 11 applications from all parts of the Britain and 
Ireland, applying for a total of over £75,000.  
 

• Excavation at Collyweston (Northamptonshire.) 

• Ground Penetrating Radar at Druminnor (Aberdeenshire) 

• Researching Hoghton Tower (Lancashire) 

• Excavations at Lathom (Lancashire) 

• Excavation at Laughton-en-le-Morthen (S. Yorkshire) 

• Researching the two mottes of Lewes Castle (East Sussex) 

• Detailed survey and structural history of Loughmoe (County Tipperary) 

• Geophysical survey at Raglan Castle (Monmouthshire) 

• Geophysical survey and excavation at Shrewsbury Castle (Shropshire) 

• Excavation at Snodhill Castle (Herefordshire) 

• Post-excavation project for Tarbert Castle (Argyll) 

You can see a further information about 
the projects on the Trust’s blog page: 
http://castlestudiestrust.org/blog  
 
We will not have sufficient money to 
fund all the applications and both our 
team of expert assessors and the 
trustees are going to have a tough, if 
interesting, time deciding projects to 
support. 
 
The assessment and selection stage should be completed by mid-February. 

South gate, Raglan 
Castle 

© J. Cunningham 
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Donate and allow us to fund more of these projects 
You can donate in a variety of different ways:  

• By credit or debit card by going to 

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/castlestudiestrust   

• By cheque (made payable to the Castle Studies Trust)  

• or standing order  (forms available http://castlestudiestrust.org/Donate.html ) 

In addition to helping the Trust fund this work, your donation will give you 
the chance to visit sites funded by the Trust. One off donations must be at 
least £50 to be invited to site visits.  
   

Exclusive Castle Visits for Large Donors 
In addition to attending all the projects we fund, supporters who donate 
£500 a year or more (excluding gift aid) will automatically be invited along 
with a guest to exclusive annual visits to private or important publicly 
accessible castles.  
In 2019, our visit will be to Dover Castle on Saturday 11th May. The event will 
be held in the normally inaccessible 
Constable Gate and include lunch, tour of 
the castle by the leading authority on the 
site, Roy Porter, and visiting the 
hornwork, again not open to the public.  
 

2018 Grant Awards update 
 

Pembroke, Wales – the excavation was 
very successful and the report is currently 
being written with preliminary findings 
available at the turn of the year. The full 
report will take longer because a 
consequence of the success of the 
excavations, the number of finds 
exceeded the budget for analysing them 
and the applicants are seeking funding 
from other sources to cover these costs.  

• Dig It! 2017 Castles of South Scotland – The team have filmed all of the 
short videos about Dundonald, MacDuff’s, Neidpath, Ravenscraig, Crichton 
and Borthwick. Most have already been published.   

• Laughton-en-le-Morthen, England – the archaeological investigation of the 
motte and bailey castle has already been completed (results can be found 
here: http://castlestudiestrust.org/Laughton-en-le-Morthen.html. It 
suggests that the Normans placed their castle right in the middle of an Anglo-
Saxon lordly residence. The applicant has applied for a further grant for 
excavations to confirm the findings. 

• Keith Marischal, Scotland– geophysical survey at Keith Marischal House, in 
search of a lost medieval castle and renaissance palace. The survey 
unfortunately proved inconclusive.  

• Bolingbroke, England – The work in the Route Yard and on Dewy Hill has 
been completed along with the report. As with Keith Marischal the results 
were disappointing. The full report will be available on our website in the 
New Year.    

• Ruthin, Wales– The project is due to be finalised soon. 

Excavations at 
Pembroke Castle. 

© Dyfed 
Archaeological Trust 

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/castlestudiestrust
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2017 projects  
Only one project from last year remains to be finished, Fotheringhay. The 
survey work has been completed and the report has been delayed until late 
autumn ready for our review. All the remaining projects, Dinas Bran, 
Clifford, Lathom and Pulverbatch have concluded and their reports are 
available on the Trust’s website. 
In the meantime, if you have any questions about any of the projects we 
have funded this year or the Trust in general, please do not hesitate to 
contact the chair of Trustees, Jeremy Cunnington, on 
admin@castlestudiestrust.org 
 

 
Jeremy Cunnington 

…………………………………… 

 

In other news 
 

Excavations have taken place at 
Kadıkalesi (Kadı Castle) in Aydın, 
Turkey, run by Ege University under 
Zeynep Mercangöz, head of the 
Byzantium Art Department. 
 

There has been a settlement at the 
site for around 5,000 years, and due to 
the strategic location, it was used as 
an acropolis for a long period of time 
which includes a church which was built in the 5th century. More recently a 
small mosque has been added to the site. The castle, church, and mosque in 
close proximity attract many tourists to the site. 
 

The finds from the excavations include a very wide range of ceramics of 
varying colours, shapes designs. In addition, animals have left their mark on 
the archaeology, literally.  
 

Mercangöz has described the findings. ‘Most of them [tiles and bricks] have 
the traces of animal paws, mostly cats and dogs. These traces belong to 
animals which walked on these potteries when they were left to dry by 
producers. They are all from the Middle Age, dating back 800 years. Each 
piece is very exciting for us. It reveals that animals and people lived together 
at that time. Our zoology studies also give us many findings. We found many 
dog skulls this year.’ 

  

Example of cat 
and dog paw 
traces in tiles 

© Anadolu Agency 

mailto:admin@castlestudiestrust.org
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/search/Kadıkalesi
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Call for Papers 

 

6th Conference on 
Towers in Medieval Europe 

Towers of Strength 
Lund University, LUX, Sweden 

24-25 August 2019 
1st Call for Papers 

 
For the 6th annual conference on Towers in Medieval and Renaissance Europe, we invite 
papers on the theme of ‘Towers of Strength’. The role of towers as a physical and symbolic 
representation of strength is well-recognised as a common expression of lordly status. 
Towers could symbolise military strength, be intrinsically strong while serving as a 
functional dwelling, or incorporate aspects of each, both as a freestanding structure or as 
incorporated within a larger complex. A tower’s size and height could proclaim its owner’s 
social status, but scale might not reflect defensive capability; status could be a stronger 
defence than any fortification; insecurity could be reflected in greater defensive strength.  
 
We invite proposals for papers of up to 30 minutes length on any topic related to the 
conference theme. Please submit abstracts (250 words maximum) by 1 of March 2019 to 
Associate prof Martin Hansson (martin.hansson@ark.lu.se ), Prof Richard Oram ( 
rdo1@stir.ac.uk ) or Dr Taco Hermans (taco.hermans2@gmail.com ) The language of the 
conference will be English and all papers should be delivered in English.  
 
The conference will take place at the LUX building, Lund University, Sweden. Lund is easy 
accessible from Copenhagen airport by train.  
Map, http://www.ht.lu.se/en/contacts/visitors   
For accommodation in Lund, https://visitlund.se/en/stay  . 

mailto:martin.hansson@ark.lu.se
mailto:rdo1@stir.ac.uk
mailto:taco.hermans2@gmail.com
http://www.ht.lu.se/en/contacts/visitors
https://visitlund.se/en/stay
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